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Every Marylander should 

be able to achieve their full 

potential in a healthy 

economy that offers a 

widely shared, rising 

standard of living



We engage in research, analysis, 

strategic communications, public 

education, and grassroots 

alliances promoting robust debate 

and greater public awareness of the 

policy choices Maryland residents 

face together.



Maryland Center on Economic Policy



Annie E. Casey Foundation and 

KIDS COUNT 
▪ Started in 1990 to provide legislators, public officials and child 

advocates with reliable data, policy recommendations and tools to 
advance policies that benefit children. 

▪ Advance policies that connect children to quality education, and 
health care, parents to economic opportunities, and communities to 
better ways of working on behalf of families 

▪ National KIDS COUNT Project

• KIDS COUNT Data Book 

• Online Resources including KIDS COUNT Data Center 

▪ State KIDS COUNT Projects 

• Grantees in all 50 states including DC, US Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico 

• Produce data and information on child wellbeing at the local level (county etc.)



KIDS COUNT
State KIDS COUNT Network 



KIDS COUNT 
Data Center  

Best available data and statistics 
on the educational, social, 
economic and physical well-
being of children. 

With data at the local, state and 
national levels, the Data Center 
features hundreds of indicators, 
many of which examine the 
effects of poverty and race on 
child well-being.



KIDS COUNT 
KIDS COUNT Data Book

Annual ranking of states on 16 
key measures of child well-being.

Also highlights important trends, 
such as the growing issue of 
income inequality or the 
improving health and 
educational achievement of U.S. 
students.



What is in the 2024 

KIDS COUNT Data 

Book? 



Overall Child Well-Being
KIDS COUNT Data Book

Top Rankings

1. New Hampshire

2. Massachusetts

3. Utah

4. Vermont 

5. Minnesota 

Bottom Rankings
46.  Oklahoma

47.  Nevada

48.  Louisiana

49. Mississippi 

50. New Mexico 

Maryland is 22nd



2024 KIDS COUNT Data Book



2024 KIDS COUNT Data Book



2024 KIDS COUNT Data Book



KIDS COUNT looked 
at education and the 
challenges children 
faced as a result of 
the pandemic



2024 KIDS COUNT Data Book



KIDS COUNT Data Book
Education in Maryland

Third Graders Reading Proficiency 

• Only 31% of fourth graders were at or above 
in reading in 2022  

• Four percentage points worse than before the 
pandemic 

• Proficiency rates were 20% for Black students and 
15% for Hispanic students 

• Just 1 in 6 fourth graders attending higher-
poverty schools (16%) and 1 in 7 kids eligible 
for free a-or reduced school lunch (14%) were 
proficient 



KIDS COUNT Data Book
Education in Maryland

Eighth Graders Math Proficiency 

•Just 25% of eighth graders were at or 
above proficient in math, worse than before 
the pandemic (33%)

•Only 9% of Black students and 10% of 
Latino Students were math proficient. 

•Only 8% of students attending high-
poverty schools and 9% eligible for free 
and reduced school lunch were proficient 



KIDS COUNT Data Book
Education in Maryland

•33% of Maryland students (287,000 
students) were chronically absent in 
2021-22 

•1 in 3 kids (38%) have undergone one or 
more adverse childhood experiences 
such as family economic hardship or their 
parents being separated or served time in jail. 



KIDS COUNT Data Book
Education, workforce and the economy 

•The drop in math scores between 2019 and 
2022 could result in $900 billion in lost 
income for 48 million pandemic-era students

•Less than a third of kids are on pace to 
have the math and reading skills for the careers 
of tomorrow, such as those in competitive, well-
paying STEM careers.



KIDS COUNT Data Book
Education, workforce and the economy 

•STEM jobs make up a quarter of the 
workforce, 36 million jobs. Positions that 
pay well like software developers, data 
scientists and industrial machinery mechanics 
will be open to math-proficient jobseekers.

•The U.S. gross domestic product would 
have been $540 billion larger in 2019 if 
racial, ethnic and gender disparities in 
educational attainment had been eliminated for 
the previous three decades.



Helpful Websites

▪ Maryland Center on Economic Policy 
http://www.mdeconomy.org/

▪ KIDS COUNT Data Center  
https://datacenter.aecf.org/

▪ Maryland KIDS COUNT Data Center 
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data#MD/2/0/char/0

▪ KIDS COUNT Data Book 
https://www.aecf.org/resources/2024-kids-count-data-
book

http://www.mdeconomy.org/
https://datacenter.aecf.org/
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data#MD/2/0/char/0
https://www.aecf.org/resources/2024-kids-count-data-book


www.mdeconomy.org

@mdeconomy

1800 N. Charles St. Ste. 310
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-412-9105
mdcep@mdeconomy.org


